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TEXT-FORMING FUNCTIONS OF ADVERBIAL CLAUSES
OF TIME IN ENGLISH

This article examines the text-forming functions of adverbial clauses of time in English from
the perspective of discourse and text linguistics. The study determines the role of adverbial clauses
of time in establishing chronological sequence, ensuring coherence and consistency of the text,
forming thematic transitions, and structuring information. A comparative analysis of the functional
properties of temporal connectors (when, before, after, while, as soon as, until, since, etc.) in
various types of discourse is provided. The scientific novelty of the study lies in the systematic
analysis of adverbial clauses of time not only as syntactic constructions but also as text-forming
and discourse-forming mechanisms, as well as in the generalization of the functional differences
between their prepositional and postpositional positions in various types of discourse. The study
was conducted based on a generalization of the results obtained in modern linguistics, using corpus,
pragmatic, and discursive approaches. It has been established that adverbial clauses of time are not
only syntactic units but also an important discursive mechanism, ensuring the temporal integrity,
communicative consistency, and semantic coherence of the text. The article is based on contemporary
literature. It has been established that the position of adverbial clauses of time directly influences
their discursive function. It has been determined that presuppositional adverbial clauses of time
primarily create a temporal framework for events, provide transitions between parts of the text,
and direct the development of the narrative. Postpositive adverbial clauses of time, on the other
hand, complement the semantic interpretation of the main predication, clarifying its temporality.
The study also demonstrates that the function of temporal connectors is not limited to expressing
only temporal relations. It has been proven that in various discursive settings, they also perform
additional functions, such as cause-and-effect relationships, background narration, discursive
transitions, and the hierarchical organization of information. This indicates that the text-forming
potential of adverbial clauses of time is broader than their formal syntactic properties.

Keywords: English language, tense clause, temporal conjunctions, text-forming function,
cohesion, coherence, discourse, narrative.

Introduction. Adverbial clauses of time in Eng-
lish are one of the syntactic tools that play an impor-
tant role in the semantic and structural organization
of the text. This type of branch sentences, in addi-
tion to expressing the interaction of events in terms
of time, ensures the logical sequence of the text, the
gradual development of information and communica-
tive integrity. Time branch sentences not only create
a grammatical connection, but also act as one of the
main text-creating elements that strengthen the cohe-
sion and coherence of the text [11].

Thus, adverbial clauses of time are not only gram-
matical constructs in English, but also functional
mechanisms that provide discourse organization of the
text. They determine the temporal sequence of events,
strengthen the coherence of the text, provide thematic
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development, and allow the author to structure infor-
mation in a way that is consistent with the commu-
nicative purpose. Modern corpus and discourse stud-
ies show that the use of these constructions serves to
increase logical coherence and readability, especially
in academic and narrative texts.

It can be said that in English, adverbial clauses
of time perform three main functions: they provide
coherence to the text, indicate the temporal sequence
of events, and organize the main and secondary parts
of the information. According to the general conclu-
sion of the studies, adverbial clauses of time used
at the beginning of the sentence mainly organize
the text, while those used at the end of the sentence
specify the time of the event and complete the main
idea [8; 20; 6].
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Analysis of Recent Research and Publications.
Analysis of the recent research and publication. In
this article, we relied primarily on the work of foreign
authors: Altshuler D., Truswell R., Castafieda D.A,
Carduner J., Chen X., Alexopoulou T., Tsimpli I.,
Couper-Kuhlen E., Thompson S., Diessel H. and
etcs. In their work, we found reasoning and conclu-
sions that are relevant to our topic. Indicators of the
prepositional position of the adverbial clauses of time
and adverbial clauses of time create cohesion and
coherence within the text, because they can estab-
lish a chain of sequential signals that connect events
in a line [20]. Especially in narrative discourse, this
chain is one of the main pillars of the temporal text
strategy [20]. Adverbial clauses of time also mark
text boundaries and create transition points at differ-
ent hierarchical levels [20; 8]. When used in the ini-
tial position, the adverbial clause of time is especially
active in structuring the discourse consisting of con-
secutive events [8; 14].

From the point of view of text creation, one of their
important functions is the alignment of chronological
order with the principle of iconicity: the ordering of
events in the text often reflects the real time sequence
[6; 14]. For this reason, branch clauses tend to come
before the main clause when denoting an event that
happened before, while those denoting posterior-
ity are more likely to remain in the last position [6].
However, it does not seem sufficient to describe the
function of initial positional time branch sentences
only as a “discourse organizer” [13; 14].

Task statement. The purpose of the article is to
determine the role of adverbial clauses of time in
establishing chronological sequence, ensuring coher-
ence and consistency of the text, forming thematic
transitions and structuring information.

Outline of the main material of the study. Adver-
bial clauses of time indicate the time of the action and
event that occurred in the main clause. It is included in
the main sentence with the help of conjunctions such
as when, before, after, as. The position of the adver-
bial clauses of time in relation to the main sentence is
manifested in two ways: prepositive and postpositive
[1, p. 272]. In English, when the branch clauses have
a prepositive or postpositive position, they are con-
nected to the main clause with the conjunctions when,
before, after, as, as soon as, while and so on.

Let’s pay attention to the examples of the prepo-
sitional position of the branch sentence. “When I was
alive and had a human heart”, answered the statue,
“I did not know what tears were... (0.Wilde). When
she had finished he nodded gravely (A.Cristie). When
the moon rose, he flew back to the Happy Prince

(O.Wilde). When they reached the ground, Arrow-
head intimated his intention to go towards the fire,
and... (J.F.Cooper). When day broke, he flew down to
the river and had a bath (O.Wilde).

A more accurate explanation is that they are used
to maintain the temporal line in the narrative and to
recalibrate (correctly measure) when necessary the
natural sequence expected by the reader [13; 14].

Let’s take a look at the examples where the branch
sentence is used in the postpositive position: And he
was sorry and surprised when she passed from his sight
through one of the hundred doors (J.Galsworthy). I 've
been talking to such a delightful person — just the type
you see when go into the cities (J.Galsworthy) . He
Jjust heaved a sigh of relief when the war took me off
(A.Cristie). I made up my mind to marry money when
I was quite young (A.Cristie). I hear that Mr. Stone ...
is writing a book which will create quite a sensation
when it comes out (J.Galsworthy).

Adverbial clauses of time in the postpositive posi-
tion have a more local semantic narrowing function:
they “lower” the situation in the main sentence in
time, but often do not create a wider discourse con-
nection or a turning point [8; 14; 13].

The text-generating functions of adverbial clauses
of time can be summarized as follows:

1. Ensuring chronological order. These sentences
form the time axis of the text by clearly showing the
temporal relationship of the events - before, after or
simultaneously. For this purpose, before, after, when,
while, as soon as, until and other time conjunctions
are used. For example, such a sentence is used in
“A Tale of Two Cities” by Charles Dickens: When the
mail got successfully to Dover, in the course of the
forenoon, the head drawer at the Royal George Hotel
opened the coach door as his custom was (Dickens,
A Tale of Two Cities). In this example, the conjunc-
tion when provides the chronological development of
the text by indicating the time conditions in which the
main event occurred.

2. Ensuring text coherence and topic transition.
Adverbial clauses of time create a transition between
the previous event and subsequent information and
direct the reader’s attention to a new stage. This fea-
ture ensures the dynamic development of events,
especially in artistic and journalistic texts. For exam-
ple: After they had crossed the bridge, they continued
their journey in silence. Here, the conjunction affer
presents the previous event as a completed fact and
indicates the beginning of a new stage in the main
clause. After the experiment had been completed, the
researchers compared the results with the previous
data. In this example, the conjunction affer creates
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a sequential transition between the previous step and
the next scientific operation.

Formal-pragmatic studies on temporal conjunc-
tions show that the same temporal structure does not
always create the same discourse coherence; coher-
ence depends on the context, how the presuppositions
are “placed”, and the background knowledge of the
reader [16]. For this reason, conjunctions such as
before, after, when do not just indicate a time relation-
ship, but also determine how text parts will be con-
nected to each other [16]. Corpus studies show that
the processing of subordination varies mainly with
text type, degree of formality, and discourse function,
rather than with spoken-written contrast [19]. There-
fore, the text-creating role of adverbial clauses of time
is not realized in the same way in narrative, academic,
journalistic and conversational discourse [19].

3. Unity of cause-effect and time relations. Some
time conjunctions, notably since, as, and in certain
contexts, when, express not only a sequence of time,
but also a causal relationship between events. This
multifunctionality allows the author to establish more
complex semantic relationships between events [12].
For example: Since you have finished your work, you
may leave. In this sentence, the conjunction since
indicates both the time of the action and the reason for
the result. Since the data had already been verified,
the authors proceeded to the next stage of analysis.
Here, since is not only a time indicator, but also indi-
cates the cause of the event.

Recent research shows that adverbial clauses of
time can express not only temporal relations but also
continuative, contrastive, and other discourse rela-
tions. Therefore, they play an important role in main-
taining the structural integrity of the text [15].

Adverbial clauses of time are discourse mech-
anisms involved in the structure of a text [17; 18].
Adverbial clauses of time act as text units that accom-
pany, frame, and interpret the main predicate [17; 18].

4. Rhythm of the text and the flow of information.
When used before the main sentence, a adverbial
clause of time prepares the reader for the main idea,
facilitates the reception of information, and enhances
the rhythmic organization of the text. Such syntactic
structure allows the author to place emphasis correctly
and present information in a step-by-step manner. For
example, in Charlotte Bronte’s novel “Jane Eyre” we
read: When we had walked two miles, we reached the
village. Here, adverbial clause of time creates a back-
ground for the main event and ensures that informa-
tion is presented in a coherent manner. Typological
studies show that the position of the clause is deter-
mined not only by syntactic but also by pragmatic

82| Tom 37 (76) N2 4 2026

and discourse factors [7, pp. 433-455]. For example:
Before the meeting began, the participants reviewed
the agenda. This structure creates the necessary tem-
poral background before presenting the main news
and directs the reader’s attention to the main event.

Main conjunctions and their role in the text

Adverbial clauses of time are divided into the fol-
lowing groups according to their functions:

Table 1
Groups of adverbial clauses of time based
on function

Function Main Role in the text
connectors
Simultaneity | when, while, as | It shows that two events

are happening in parallel.
It creates a background in
descriptive texts.

Precedence / | after, before, It establishes a logical

Postcedence | until, till sequence by ensuring the
chain development of events
(the before/after principle).

Starting since, as soon | It marks a turning point,

point as indicating the moment at

which a new situation or
action begins.

Note: Syntactically, if a subordinate clause precedes a main
clause, it has an introductory function in the text.

The table below summarizes the main textual
functions of subordinate clauses by position.

Table 2
Textual functions of subordinate clauses
by position
Position Main function | Typical discourse | Source
preposed Chronological | Directs the story |8; 14
framing line, creates
transition
chain-forming | Cohesion Connects and 20
and boundary | segments parts of
signaling the text
postposed Time Reduces the 8
localization meaning of the
main predicate
narrative- Adding Provides 14; 13
complementary | temporal information
information without disrupting
the temporal line

The creative function of adverbial clauses of time in various texts

In English narrative texts, adverbial clauses of
time are used to provide additional or background
information rather than the main event. They explain,
frame, and show the temporal relationship between
events rather than advancing the event [9]. The results
of educational and academic (learned) corpora show



3arajibHe MOBO3HaBCTBO

that the main function of time expressions is to pres-
ent events in chronological order, and the secondary
function is to organize the text [3]. At the same time,
in some texts the sequence of events is clear even
without time indicators. This shows that adverbial
clauses of time, although not always mandatory, are a
very useful tool in structuring the text [3].

Research shows that different clauses perform
different functions and develop in different ways [4].
Therefore, adverbial clauses of time should be evalu-
ated not only as syntactic elements, but also as func-
tional units that contribute to the structure of the text
and the formation of meaning [4].

According to new research, clauses often express
secondary information, not main information. There-
fore, they are less prominent in discourse and play
the role of complementing the main clause [2]. This
result explains why adverbial clauses of time in Eng-
lish provide mainly background information.

However, this division is not always clear-cut.
Sometimes the adverbial clauses of time may express
the main content of the text, while the main clause
may only have a connecting or explanatory function
[18]. In spoken English, adverbial clauses of time are
not used independently like if-subordinate clauses
and are usually dependent on the main clause [5].

From a syntactic point of view, adverbial clauses
of time also have their own unique features. Their
structure is closely related to both syntactic and dis-
course functions [10]. Studies on the genre show that,
for example, adverbial clauses of time are used fre-
quently in cooking recipes and are often located at the
end of the sentence [21].

In English, sequence of tense plays an important
role in preserving the temporal integrity of the text.
This principle ensures the systematic expression
of temporal relations between the components of a
complex sentence and allows the reader to correctly
interpret the temporal plane in which events occur. If

the main clause is used in the past tense, the selec-
tion of verb forms adapted to that time point in the
subordinate clause (Past Simple, Past Continuous,
Past Perfect, Future in the Past, etc.) serves to main-
tain temporal consistency within the text. At the same
time, corpus materials of modern English show that
the sequence of tense agreement is not always applied
mechanically. In particular, in clauses expressing gen-
eral truths, scientific facts and unchanging situations,
the preservation of present tense forms is considered
normative. Thus, sequence of tenses acts not only as a
grammatical norm, but also as a functional mechanism
that ensures the coherence of the text and the continu-
ity of discourse. For example: The teacher explained
that water boils at 100°C. Although the main sen-
tence here is in the Past Simple form, the Present Sim-
ple is used in the part water boils at 100°C because
it is a general scientific fact. Another example: She
said that she had finished the report before the meet-
ing started. In this sentence, Past Perfect preserves
the temporal logic of the text by clearly indicating the
sequence of events.

Conclusions. The analysis shows that in English,
adverbial clauses of time are not only a means of syn-
tactic subordination, but also one of the important
discourse mechanisms that ensure the structural and
semantic integrity of the text. They form the chron-
ological sequence of events, strengthen cohesion and
coherence between parts of the text, serve to logi-
cally organize the flow of information, and enable the
reader to correctly interpret events.

Thus, adverbial clauses of time in English can be
considered one of the main functional means ensuring
the temporal integrity, communicative consistency
and semantic coherence of the text. In future stud-
ies, the study of these constructions on the basis of
various genres, corpus materials and cross-linguistic
comparison will allow for a more complete determi-
nation of their discourse properties.
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I'ymmaroBa A. E. TEKCTOTBOPHI ®YHKIIII IPUCJIIBHUKOBUX PEUEHD YACY
B AHIVIIACBHKIA MOBI

Y yitt cmammi posensoaromocs mekcmomeopui QyHKYil NPUCTIBHUKOBUX PEYeHb YaCy 6 AH2MIUCLKIU MOBI
3 MOYKU 30py OUCKYDCY Ma JIH2BICIMUKU meKcmY. Y 00CHiOHCeHHT 8UBHAYEHO PONb NPUCTIBHUKOBUX PEUeHb Yacy
V 6CMAHOBIEHHI XPOHON02IYHOL ROCTIO068HOCHIL, 3A0€3NeUeHHT 36 SI3HOCI MA Y3200HCEHOCE MEKCIY, (hoPpMY8aHHi
memMamu4Hux nepexooie ma cmpykmypysanui ingopmayii. Haeedeno nopiensivhutl ananiz (QyHKYIOHATbHUX
81ACMUBOCMeENl YACOBUX CHOTYYHUKIG (KOAU, 00, NICs, NOKU, K MINbKU, 00, 3 MUX Nip MOW0) y pi3HUxX munax
ouckypcy. Haykosa HosusHa 00cniodfcenHs noifeac 8 CUCmeMamuyHOMy aHANI3I NPUCTIBHUKOBUX pedeHb 4dcy
He Juule K CUHMAKCUYHUX KOHCMPYKYIl, ane U AK MeKCmOmeopyux ma OUCKYDCUBHUX MEXAHI3MIB, a MAaKOXHC
8 V3a2anbHeHHI (YHKYIOHATbHUX GIOMIHHOCMEL MIJC IX NPULMEHHUKOBUMU MA NOCMAOZUYIUHUMU NO3UYIIMU
8 PI3HUX Munax ouckypcy. J[ocnioscents nposedeHo Ha OCHOBI Y3a2albHeHHs pe3)yIbmamis, OMmpUMaHux y Cy4dcHii
JUHesIicMuYi, 3 BUKOPUCIAHHAM KOPHYCHO2O, NPASMAMUYHO20 Md OUCKYPCUBHO20 Ni0X00is. Bcmarnosneno, uo
00CMABUHHI pedeH s Yacy € He uue CURIMAKCUYHUMU OOUHUYAMU, 4 U 8AXHCIUBUM OUCKYDCUBHUM MEXAHIZMOM, U0
3abesneuye 4acosy YiniCHICMb, KOMYHIKAMUBH)Y V3200CeHICIb Ma cemManmuuny 36 ssnicmo mexcmy. Cmammsi
bazyemovca Ha cyuacHiu aimepamypi. Bcmanosneno, wo nosuyis 0o6CmMaguHHUX pedeHb 4dcy 6e3nocepeoHbo
BNIUBAE HA IXHIO OUCKYPCUBHY (DYHKYiII0. BUusHaueHo, wo npecyno3uyitini 00Cmasutti peuenns uacy Hacamnepeo
CMBOPIoIOMb YACco8y pamky OJid nOOill, 3a6e3neyuyioms nepexoou Mixc YacmuHamMu mexkcmy ma Cnpamosyonbs
po3zeumox napamusy. Ilocmnosumueni 06cmaguHHi peuerts uacy, 3 iHuo2o 60Ky, OONOBHIOIMb CEMAHMUYHY
inmepnpemayilo 0CHO8HOI npeduxayii, ymounwowuu ii uacogicmo. J[oCHiONCEHH MAKONHC OeMOHCMPYE, WO
DYHKYIA 4aco8ux CnoiyYHUKIE He 00MeXCYEMbCA BUPANCEHHAM UULE YACO8UX BIOHOUWEHD. [[08e0eHO, W0 8 DI3HUX
OUCKYPCUBHUX KOHIMEKCMAX OHU MAKOHNC BUKOHYIOMb 000AMKOSI (QyHKYil, Maxi AK NpUYUHHO-HACIIOKOSI
38 ’83KU, (QOHOBA HApayisl, OUCKYPCUBHI nepexoou ma icpapxiuna opeanizayis ingopmayii. Lle exazye na me, wo
MEeKCMOmeopuULl NOMeHYial 0OCMAUH Yacy WUpUUil 3a iXHi poOpManbHI CUHMAKCUYHI 81ACTUBOCTII.

Knrwuosi cnosa: aneniticoka mosa, 06cmasuna 4acy, 4acosi CROIYYHUKY, MeKCmomeopua (hyHKYis, Koze3is,
368 SI3HICMb, OUCKYPC, HAPAMUB.
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